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Bene t Speakers Share Stories of Healing

The beautiful tribute of the
Wendt Centers 2006 bene t
keynote speaker re ects
what hundreds of friends
and supporters have known
for years: that the Wendt
Center does help people of
all ages cope with the death
of a loved one and we have

for more than three decades. Because of
the Center s continued dedication to the

community, nearly 400 people gathered
at our bene t to raise funds in support
of the Centers
important mis-
sion and hear
from families,
members of the
media, Center
volunteers, and
former clients
about their
experiences
with loss and
grief. Proceeds
from the bene t

NBC news correspondent David Bloom,
who died while covering the war in

Irag. Melanie shared insights into the
process of grief and recovery that she
and her three
young daughters
have experienced
since the death of
her husband and
their father.

ABC World
News Tonight
anchor Bob
Woodruff served
as master

of ceremonies.

Quanita Singletary and Bob Woodruff

go toward all
of the Centers programs, with a special
emphasis on our services for children.

Last years bene t was held November
9 at the Four Seasons Hotel in George-
town. The Center welcomed Melanie
Bloom as the keynote speaker. Melanie
spoke movingly about her late husband,

The Woodruff
and Bloom families are close friends,
adding to the sense of family the Wendt
Centers bene t exempli es. Bob shared
his family s experiences with grief fol-
lowing the serious injuries he sustained
while reporting in Irag. Bob offered
personal re ections of his familys
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“I"d like to thank the Wendt Center for the
marvelous work they do each and every day, shining
their beacon for those who are in need of a light
during the darkest and most challenging moments of
their lives”

MELANIE BLOOM, BENEFIT 2006 KEYNOTE SPEAKER
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Crisis Response Team
Offers Compassion
and Service

When family members learn that

they ve lost one of their own to an
accident, homicide, or other traumatic
death, the shock can be overwhelming.
While it can be dif cult to function
normally at such a time, co-victims
usually have many questions they need
answered and arrangements they must
make. Amid the confusion, grieving
family members can turn to the Wendt
Centers DC Crisis Response Team.

The DC Crisis Response Team
provides comfort and assistance to
individuals and families immediately
following the sudden death of a loved
one. The CRT includes more than

70 screened and trained volunteers
representing diverse backgrounds and
experiences. Members of the CRT
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